162               A   TRUCE   WITH   THE   NATIVES.

six days from Sierra Leone, bound for Cape Coast,
was at the time in the offing* (a little past the
Cape). So unusual a circumstance as cannonading
at midnight could not fail to attract notice, and the
vessel lay to till morning, when a Krooman carried
on board intelligence of the situation of the settle-
ment, and was immediately despatched on shore
with offers of assistance.

On the following day the officers landed, and
kindly undertook to mediate on behalf of the
colonists. An interview with the native Chiefs
was without much difficulty procured, their
warriors having dispersed, and themselves being
overwhelmed with vexation and shame. After
a little show of affected reluctance, they were
easily induced to sign an instrument by which
they became bound to observe an unlimited truce,
and to refer all their future differences with the
settlers to the arbitration of the Governor of Sierra
Leone. It is scarcely necessary to remark that
having no real grievances to submit, they never
had recourse to this provisionary reference ; from
which time the colony has been considered invin-
cible to native force, and consequently has been
permitted to prosecute its plans in the utmost
tranquillity, uninterrupted even by the semblance
of war.

The death of the amiable and lamented Gordon,
with eight out of eleven generous seamen, who
volunteered their services to remain on the settle-